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Document 144: as above, longitudinal section. Source: R. Jakobskötter, “Die Ent-

wicklung der elektrischen Einäscherung bis zu dem neuen elektrisch beheizten 
Heissluft-Einäscherungsofen in Erfurt,” in: Gesundheits-Ingenieur, 64. Jg., Nr. 43, 

1941, p. 581. 
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Document 145: as above, vertical section. Source: as Doc. 144, p. 582. 
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Document 146: Temperature curves of two cremations conducted in the second 

TOPF electric cremation furnace at the Erfurt Crematorium (1936 or 1937). 
Source: as Doc. 143, p. 160. a: first cremation; b: second cremation. The other 

curves indicate the temperature of the combustion air and that of the spent gases. 
 

 

Document 147: Vertical section of the 
second (and third) TOPF electric cre-
mation furnace at the Erfurt Cremato-
rium. Source: as Doc. 144, p. 583. 



206 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 148: Charts of three cremations conducted in the third 

TOPF electric cremation furnace at the Erfurt Crematorium of 1939. 
Source: as Doc. 144, p. 586. 

In the upper chart, the vertical axis shows the draft in mm water col-
umn; the curves depict the course of the cremations. Letter a indi-

cates the beginning of the cremation, b the end of the combustion of 
the coffin, and c the end of the combustion of the solid parts of the 

corpse. The temperatures shown at the top are those at the beginning 
of each cremation. 

The lower chart refers to the temperature of the spent gases in the 
flue-gas channel. 
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Document 149: TOPF electric cremation furnace. Standard model of the late 1930s. 

Source: as Doc. 144, p. 587. 
1. Prunktür: decorative muffle door; 2. Isolierabsperrschieber: insulating closing 

slider; 3. Muffelabsperrschieber: muffle’s closing damper; 4. Lufterhitzer: air 
heater; 5. Rauchkanal: smoke duct; 6. Einäscherungskammer: cremation chamber; 
7. Heizspulen: heating coils; 8. Lufteintritte: openings of combustion-air channels; 

9. Aschewagen: ash cart; 10. Luftverteiler: combustion-air distributor; 11. 
Schauluke: inspection hole; 12. Luftverteiler: combustion-air distributor; 13. 

Drehrost DRP: patented tiltable grate; 14. Schauluke: inspection hole; 15. 
Drehrost für die Nachverbrennung: tiltable grate for post-combustion; 16. 

Ascheentnahmetür: ash-removal door. 
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Document 150: Patent J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt, No. 324252. “Device for the 

introduction of the coffin for cremation furnaces with support cart that can be 
raised and lowered.” 24 April 1915. Source: Deutsches Patentamt. 
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Document 150: continued. 
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Document 150: continued. 

 

 
Document 150: continued. 
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Document 150: continued. 
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Document 151: Patent J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt, No. 493042. “Device for post-
combustion of residues in corpse-cremation furnaces.” 13 February 1930. Source: 

Deutsches Patentamt. 
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Document 151: continued. 
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Document 151: continued. 
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Document 152: Patent Viktor Quehl in Gera, No. 561643, transferred to J.A. Topf 

& Söhne on 17 May 1934. “Cremation furnace with tiltable grates.” Source: 

Deutsches Patentamt. 
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Document 152: continued. 
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Document 152: continued. 

 



218 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 153: Patent Wilhelm Basse in Hamburg, No. 638582, transferred to J.A. 
Topf & Söhne on 27 November 1937. “Incineration furnace.” Source: Deutsches 

Patentamt. 
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Document 153: continued. 
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Document 153: continued. 
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Document 153: continued. 
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Document 154: Patent J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt, No. 659405. “Loading device 

for incineration furnaces.” 7 April 1938. Source: Deutsches Patentamt. 
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Document 154: continued. 
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Document 154: continued. 
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Document 155: J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt, patent application for “Continually 

operating corpse-combustion furnace for large-scale operation.” 4 November 

1942. Source: Deutsches Patentamt. 
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Document 155: continued. 
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Document 155: continued. 

 



228 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 155: continued. 
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Document 155: continued. 
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Document 155: continued. 
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Document 155: continued. 
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Document 155: continued; schematic drawing of the furnace. 

 



C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 233 

 
Document 156: Patent J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt, No. 494136. “Retractable 

slag-grate for hearths with air feed from below.” 6 March 1930. Source: Deutsch-
es Patentamt. 
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Document 156: continued. 
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Document 156: continued. 
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Document 157: Patent J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt, No. 576135. “Plate-grate with 

nozzles.” 20. April 1933. Source: Deutsches Patentamt. 
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Document 157: continued. 
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Document 157: continued. 
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Document 158: Patent J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt, No. 587149. “Process and fur-
nace for the recovery of lead and pieces of wires from cables.” 12 October 1933. 

Source: Deutsches Patentamt. 



240 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 158: continued. 
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Document 158: continued. 
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Document 158: continued. 
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Document 159: Patent application J.A. Topf & Söhne in Erfurt of 16 November 

1942. “Air-cooled grate plate for mechanical push grate.” Source: Deutsches Pa-
tentamt. 
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Document 159: continued. 
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Document 159: continued. 
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Document 159: continued. 
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Document 159: continued. 
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Document 159: continued. 
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Document 160: Patent J.A. Topf & Söhne, Wiesbaden, No. 861731. “Process and 

device for the combustion of corpses, carrion, or parts thereof.” 24 June 1950. 

Source: Deutsches Patentamt. 
 



250 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 160: continued. 
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Document 160: continued. 
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Document 160: continued. 
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Document 160: continued. 
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Document 161: Maschinenfabrik J.A. Topf & Söhne, Erfurt, “Topf Waste Incinera-

tor.” Promotional brochure of 1940. Source: RGVA, 502-1-327, pp. 161-164a. 
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Document 161: continued. 
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Document 161: continued. 
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Document 161: continued. 
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Document 161: continued. 
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Document 161: continued. 
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Document 161: continued. 
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Document 161: continued. 
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Document 162: TOPF gas-, naphtha- or coke-fired waste incinerator, Model AV. 

Source: www.topfundsoehne.de. 

http://www.topfundsoehne.de/
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III. TOPF, Correspondence with the SS 

 

 
Document 163a: J.A. Topf & Söhne Drawing No. D 58173 of 6 January 1941 coke-
fired “single-muffle cremation furnace” for the SS New Construction Office of the 
Concentration Camp Mauthausen. Longitudinal vertical section; Source: BAK, NS 

4/Ma 54. Numbers added by the author. See text of Part 1 for details. 
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Document 163b & c: as above. Top: transverse vertical section through the smoke 
flue; bottom: horizontal section at the height of the grate. Numbers added by the 

author. See text of Part 1 for details. 
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Document 164: “Cost estimate,” by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 6 January 1941 for the 
SS New Construction Office of Mauthausen Concentration Camp regarding a sin-

gle- or double-muffle coke-fired cremation furnace. Source: Bundesarchiv Ko-
blenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 164: continued. 
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Document 164: continued. 

 



268 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 164: continued. 
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Document 164: continued. 
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Document 165: Mobile cremation furnace system Topf.” Source: 

www.topfundsoehne.de. 
 

http://www.topfundsoehne.de/


C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 271 

 
Document 166: TOPF naphtha-fired mobile cremation furnace. 

Source: www.topfundsoehne.de. 
 

 
Document 167: TOPF naphtha-fired mobile double-muffle cremation furnace. 

Source: www.topfundsoehne.de. 
 

http://www.topfundsoehne.de/
http://www.topfundsoehne.de/
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Document 168: Bill of lading of 12 December 1940 to the SS New Construction Of-
fice of Concentration Camp Mauthausen about the parts for a TOPF naphtha-fired 
mobile double-muffle cremation furnace. Source: Bundesarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 

54. 
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Document 168: continued. 
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Document 169: Invoice from J.A. Topf & Söhne of 5 February 1941 for the deliv-
ery of one TOPF naphtha-fired mobile double-muffle cremation furnace to the SS 
New Construction Office of Concentration Camp Mauthausen. (Rechnung Nr. D 

41/107). Source: Bundesarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 169: continued. 
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Document 170: Forced-draft chimney with centrifugal fan. Source: A. 

Cantagalli, Nozioni teorico-pratiche per i conduttori di caldaie e generato-
ri di vapore. G. Lavagnolo Editore, Turin 1940, p. 90. 
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Document 171: “Cost estimate” by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 21 December 1939 for 

the SS New Construction Office of the Buchenwald Concentration Camp regarding 
a coke- or naphtha-fired double-muffle cremation furnace. Document NO-4448. 
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Document 171: continued. 
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Document 171: continued. 
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Document 171: continued. 
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Document 172: Drawing by J.A. Topf & Söhne D 56570 of 21 December 1939 

“Naphtha-fired double-muffle cremation furnace” for the Buchenwald Concentra-
tion Camp. Document NO-4444. 
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Document 172a: as above, detail; numbers added; see text of Part 1. 
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Document 172-b & c: as above, redrawn details with numbers added; longitudinal 

(top) and trans Płaszów verse vertical section (bottom). See text of Part 1. 
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Document 173: Crematorium of the Buchenwald Concentration Camp (December 

1939). Document NO-4444. 
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Document 174: Drawing of the crematorium at Buchenwald Camp (January 1940). 

Document NO-4445. 
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Document 175: Crematorium at the Płaszów Camp. Number and date illegible. 

Source: www.topfundsoehne.de. 
 

http://www.topfundsoehne.de/
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Document 176: Report by SS-Oberscharführer Pollok of 30 May 1942 on the dam-

age to the chimney of Crematorium I at Auschwitz Main Camp. Source: RGVA, 
502-1-312, p. 64. 
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Document 177: Static calculations for the new chimney for Crematorium I at 

Auschwitz performed by R. Koehler on 20 June 1942. Source: RGVA, 502-1-316, 
pp. 44-46a. 
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Document 177: continued. 
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Document 177: continued. 
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Document 177: continued. 
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Document 178 (top and bottom): Drawing by R. Koehler of the new chimney for 
Crematorium I at Auschwitz for the Central Construction Office. 20 June 1942. 

Source: RGVA, 502-2-23, p. 17. 
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Document 179: Drawing by R. Koehler of the flue ducts to the new chimney for 

Crematorium I at Auschwitz for the Central Construction Office. 11 August 1942. 
Source: RGVA, 502-2-23, p. 18. 
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Document 180: Summary of labor performed during the construction of the new 
chimney for Crematorium I at Auschwitz Main Camp (Schornstein-Krematorium 

BW. 11). 7 December 1942. Source: RGVA, 502-1-318, p. 5. 
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Document 181: Report by SS-Oberscharführer Pollok to the head of the Central 

Construction Office of 6 July 1942 on the danger of collapse of the old chimney of 
Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: RGVA, 502-1-312, p. 31. 
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Document 182: Letter from the head of the Central Construction Office to the 

camp commandant of 13 August 1942 about the damaging of the new chimney of 
Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: RGVA, 502-1-312, p. 27. 
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Document 183: Letter from the head of the Central Construction Office to the head 
of the garrison administration of 16 July 1943 regarding the suspension of activi-

ties at Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: RGVA, 502-1-324, p. 1. 
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Document 184: Drawing of the Birkenau Camp. October 1941. (Location sketch of 
Construction Objects BW 21 and 22 “Einfriedigung”, fences). Source: RGVA, 502-

1-235, p. 13. 
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Document 185: Section enlargement of the “Lay-out plan of the PoW camp at 

Auschwitz, Upper Silesia, Plan No. 885,” drafted by SS-WVHA on 5 January 1942. 
Source: RGVA, 502-2-95, p. 7. 
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Document 186: Order confirmation by J.A. Topf & Söhne to the SS Construction 
Office at Auschwitz of 4 November 1941 regarding 5 coke-fired triple-muffle cre-
mation furnaces for Crematorium II at Birkenau with auxiliary equipment and a 

waste incinerator. Source: RGVA, 502-1-313, pp. 81-83. 
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Document 186: continued. 
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Document 186: continued. 
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Document 187: “File memo” by SS-Untersturmführer Ertl of 21 August 1942. 

Source: RGVA, 502-1-313, pp. 159f. 
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Document 187: continued. 
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Document 188: Final accounting to J.A. Topf & Söhne of November 1943 regard-
ing the construction of 5 triple-muffle cremation furnaces for Crematorium II at 

Birkenau. Source: RGVA, 502-2-26, pp. 226-228. 
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Document 188: continued. 
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Document 188: continued. 
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Document 188: continued. 
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Document 189: Final accounting to J.A. Topf & Söhne of November 1943 regard-
ing the construction of 5 triple-muffle cremation furnaces for Crematorium III at 

Birkenau. Source: RGVA, 502-2-26, pp. 211-213. 
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Document 189: continued. 
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Document 189: continued. 
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Document 189: continued. 
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Document 190: Copy of a letter from the SS business manager at the Higher SS- 
and Police Leader’s office of the Government General of 16 August 1943 regard-

ing TOPF cremation furnaces ordered for Mogilev (one-and-a-half 8-muffle furnac-
es). Source: WAPL, Central Construction Office, 268, p. 132. 
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Document 191: Letter from the Head of Constructions of the Trawniki Camp to the 

Central Construction Office of the Lublin Concentration Camp of 2 September 
1943 regarding the Topf furnaces of the Mogilev Contract. Source: WAPL, Central 

Construction Office, 268, p. 147. 
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Document 192: First list of day wages of the Huta Company for initial work per-

formed at the construction site of Crematorium IV from 23 September to 3 October 
1942. Source: RGVA, 502-2-54, p. 45. 

 



316 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 193: “Cost Estimate” by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 13 November 1940 re-

garding the second TOPF coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnace for Cremato-
rium I at Auschwitz. Source: RGVA, 502-1-327, pp. 168-172. 

 



C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 317 

 
Document 193: continued. 
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Document 193: continued. 
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Document 194: “Cost Estimate” by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 1 November 1940 re-

garding a TOPF coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnace for the SS New Con-
struction Office of Concentration Camp Mauthausen. Source: Bundesarchiv Ko-

blenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 194: continued. 
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Document 194: continued. 
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Document 195: “Cost Estimate” by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 30 April 1941 regarding 
a TOPF coke-fired single- or double-muffle cremation furnace for the SS New Con-
struction Office of Mauthausen Concentration Camp. Source: Bundesarchiv Ko-

blenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 195: continued. 

 



324 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 195: continued. 
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Document 196: “Cost Estimate” by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 31 October 1941 regard-

ing a TOPF coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnace for Concentration Camp 
Mauthausen. Source: Bundesarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 196: continued. 
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Document 196: continued. 
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Document 197: Bill of lading by J.A. Topf & Söhne to the SS New Construction Of-

fice Auschwitz of 17 January 1941 regarding the parts of the second TOPF coke-
fired double-muffle cremation furnace for Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: 

RGVA, 502-1-327, pp. 201-203. 
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Document 197: continued. 
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Document 197: continued. 
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Document 198: “Cost Estimate” by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 25 September 1941 re-

garding the third TOPF coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnace for Crematori-
um I at Auschwitz. Source: RGVA, 502-2-23, pp. 264-267. 
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Document 198: continued. 
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Document 198: continued. 
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Document 199: Bill of lading by J.A. Topf & Söhne to the SS New Construction Of-
fice Auschwitz of 21 October 1941 regarding the parts of the third TOPF coke-fired 
double-muffle cremation furnace for Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: RGVA, 

502-1-312, pp. 104-105. 
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Document 199: continued. 
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Document 200: “Final Invoice” of J.A. Topf & Söhne back-dated to 16 December 

1941 regarding the third TOPF coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnace for 
Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: RGVA, 502-2-23, pp. 261-261a. 
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Document 200: continued. 
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Document 201: Bill of lading by J.A. Topf & Söhne to SS Construction Office Gus-

en of 12 January 1943 regarding the parts for a TOPF coke-fired double-muffle 
cremation furnace. Source: Bundesarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 201: continued. 
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Document 201: continued. 
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Document 202: Drawing by J.A. Topf & Söhne No. D 57253 “Coke-fired crema-
tion furnace and foundation plan,” 10 June 1940. Drawing of the first furnace for 

Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: Bundesarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 202a: as above, longitudinal section. 
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Document 202b: as above, horizontal section. Numbers added by Carlo Mattogno. 

See text of Part 1 for details. 
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Document 202c & d: as above, vertical sections. 202d (bottom): section through 
the flue ducts. Numbers added by Carlo Mattogno. See text of Part 1 for details. 
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Document 202e: as above, setup of the chimney. Numbers added by Carlo Mat-

togno. See text of Part 1 for details. 
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Document 203: “List of materials for a TOPF double-muffle cremation furnace” for 

the SS New Construction Office of Gusen Camp on 23 January 1943. Source: Bun-
desarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 204: Drawing by J.A. Topf & Söhne No. D 57999 of Crematorium I at 

Auschwitz. 30 November 1940. Source: RGVA, 502-1-312, p. 135. 
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Document 205: Drawing by J.A. Topf & Söhne No. D 59042 “Installation of a 

cremation facility for Concentration Camp Auschwitz.” 25 September 1941. Draw-

ing relating to the third cremation furnace of Crematorium I at Auschwitz. Source: 
APMO, Negative No. 20818/1. 
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Document 205a: as above, labeled by the author. 
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Document 206: Drawing by Central Construction Office No. 

1241 “Inventory Plan of Building No. 47a, Construction Object 
11. Crematorium.” 10 April 1942. RGVA, 502-2-146, p. 21. 
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Document 206a: as above, section enlargement with floor plan, labeled by the au-
thor. Koks: coke; Urnen: urns; Ofen: furnace; Leichenhalle; morgue; Waschraum; 

washroom; Vorraum: Vestibule; Aufb[ahrungs]-Raum: examination room 
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Document 206b: as above, section enlargements with front view (top) and vertical 

cross section (bottom), labeled by the author. 
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Document 206c: as above, section enlargements with side view, labeled by the au-

thor. 
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Document 207: Drawing by Central Construction Office No. 1434 of 3 July 1942 

regarding the new chimney: “Construction of a new chimney at Crematorium B.W. 
11 at Auschwitz Concentration Camp.” Rework of Drawing No. 1241. Source: J.C. 
Pressac, Les crématoires d’Auschwitz. La machinerie du meurtre de masse. CNSR 

Editions, Paris 1993, document 8. 
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Document 207a: as above, section enlargements with floor plan. 
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Document 207b: as above, section enlargements with front view (top) and verti-

cal cross section (bottom). 
 

 
Document 207c: as above, section enlargements with side view. 
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Document 208: Bill of lading by J.A. Topf & Söhne to the SS Construction Office of 

Gusen Camp of 24 February 1943 regarding square bars for the gasifier grate. 
Source: Bundesarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 209: J.A. Topf & Söhne, “Operating instructions for the ‘Topf’ forced-

draft device.” 26 September 1941. Source: APMO, BW 11/1, p. 2. 
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Document 210: J.A. Topf & Söhne, “Operating instructions for the Topf coke-fired 
double-muffle cremation furnace.” 26 September 1941. Source: APMO, BW 11/1, 

p. 3. 
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Document 211: Page 5 of the “Explanatory report for the preliminary draft of the 

new construction of the PoW camp of the Waffen-SS Auschwitz, Upper Silesia” of 

30 October 1941. Source: RGVA, 502-1-233, p. 20. 
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Document 212: Page 6 of the “Explanatory report for the preliminary draft of the 
new construction of the PoW camp of the Waffen-SS Auschwitz, Upper Silesia” of 

30 October 1941. Source: RGVA, 502-1-233, p. 27. 
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Document 213: “Bill of lading” by J.A. Topf & Söhne to the Central Construction 
Office at Auschwitz of 16 April 1942 regarding “Parts of TOPF triple-muffle fur-

naces” for Crematorium II at Birkenau. RGVA, 502-1-313, pp. 167-170. 
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Document 213: continued. 
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Document 213: continued. 
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Document 213: continued. 

 



366 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 214: “Bill of lading” by J.A. Topf & Söhne to the Central Construction 
Office at Auschwitz of 18 June 1942 regarding “Parts of 5 TOPF triple-muffle fur-

naces” for Crematorium II at Birkenau. Source: RGVA, 502-1-313, pp. 165f. 
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Document 214: continued. 
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Document 215: “Final Invoice” of J.A. Topf & Söhne of 27 January 1943 regard-

ing 5 triple-muffle furnaces (and the waste incinerator) of Crematorium II at 
Birkenau. Source: RGVA, 502-2-26, pp. 230-230a. 
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Document 215: continued. 
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Document 216: “Final Invoice” of J.A. Topf & Söhne of 27 May 1943 regarding 5 
triple-muffle furnaces of Crematorium III at Birkenau. Source: RGVA, 502-2-26, 

pp. 215-215a. 
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Document 216: continued. 

 



372 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Documents 217 (top) & 217a (bottom): TOPF coke-fired triple-muffle cremation 
furnace. Top: Vertical section. Bottom: Longitudinal section of a lateral muffle. 
Labeled by Carlo Mattogno based on the drawing by J.A. Topf & Söhne No. D 

57253. 
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Document 218: as above, horizontal section. 
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Documents 219 (top) & 220 (bottom): as above, horizontal section. Top: vertical 

section, design of the combustion-gas ducts. Bottom: as above, Bottom: Longitudi-
nal section of the side muffle. 
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Document 221: Project of the new crematorium at Auschwitz (future Crematoria 

II/III at Birkenau). Drawing No. 933 by the Central Construction Office of 19 Jan-
uary 1942. Source: APMO, Negative No. 20957. 
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Document 222: Project of the new crematorium at Auschwitz (future Crematorium 
II/III at Birkenau). Drawing No. 933 by the Central Construction Office of 19 Jan-

uary 1942. Source: APMO, Negative No. 20818/4. 
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Document 222a: as above, section enlargement with labels by the author. For a 

description see text in Part 1. 
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Document 223: as above, horizontal section. Layout of the smoke ducts and the 

chimney. Source: APMO, Negative No. 520. 
1-5: Ofen=furnace; 13/1-6: smoke ducts/flues; 14: Rauchkanalschieber=smoke 

duct damper; 22 (D1-5): Druckluftgebläse=combustion-air blower; 30: Rauchka-
nalschieber=chimney’s smoke duct damper; 31: Zug=chimney duct; 33: Müllver-

brennungsofen=waste incinerator. 
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Document 224: as above, vertical section through the chimney. Drawing Nr. 933 
by the Central Construction Office of 19 January 1942. Labeled by the author. 

Source: APMO, Negative No. 518. 
Ofen=furnace; 13: Rauchkanal=smoke duct/flue; 26: connection channel of the 

force-draft blower; 27: closing plate of the force-draft blower’s connection chan-

nel;28: Saugzuganlage=forced-draft device; 29: connection shaft of forced-draft 
blower with chimney; 30: Rauchkanalschieber=chimney’s smoke-duct damper; 31: 

3 Züge= 3 chimney ducts; 32: Schornstein=chimney; 33: Müllverbrennungs-
ofen=waste incinerator. 



380 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 225a (top): Compare the TOPF waste incinerator MV (see Doc. 161) 

with Document 255b (bottom): the cremation furnace for large-scale operation in-
vented by Fritz Sander (see also Doc. 155). 
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Document 226: Invoice of Topf No. 1314 of 23 August 1943 for the Central Con-
struction Office at Auschwitz regarding the waste incinerator of Crematorium III. 

Source: RGVA, 502-1-327, pp. 13-13a. 
 



382 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 226: continued. 
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Document 227: “Operating instructions for the TOPF coke-fired triple-muffle cre-

mation furnace.” Source: M. Nyiszli, Im Jenseits der Menschlichkeit. Ein Ge-
richtsmediziner in Auschwitz. Dietz Verlag, Berlin 1992, p. 33. 



384 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 228: “Cost Estimate” by J.A. Topf & Söhne for the Central Construc-
tion Office at Auschwitz of 12 February 1942 regarding a simplified TOPF coke-
fired triple-muffle cremation furnace. Source: APMO, BW 30/34, pp. 27,32,29 

(sic). 
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Document 228: continued 
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Document 228: continued 
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Document 229: Simplified TOPF coke-fired triple-muffle cremation furnace. Hori-

zontal section. Labeled by Carlo Mattogno. 
 

 
Document 229a: as above; vertical section through the combustion-gas ducts. 
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Document 229b: as above, alternative design of combustion-gas ducts. 

 

 
Document 229c: as before, another alternative design for the ducts. 
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Document 230: “Cost Estimate” for a Topf wood-fired eight-muffle cremation fur-
nace of the Mogilev Contract of 16 November 1942. Source: RGVA, 502-1-313, pp. 

72-76. 
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Document 230: continued. 

 



C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 391 

 
Document 230: continued. 
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Document 231: “Bill of lading” by J.A. Topf & Söhne to the Central Construction 

Office at Auschwitz of 8 September 1942 regarding two eight-muffle cremation 
furnaces. Source: RGVA, 502-1-313, pp. 143-143a. 
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Document 231: continued. 
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Document 232: “Final Invoice” No. 380 by Topf of 5 April 1943 re-
garding the delivery of two eight-muffle cremation furnaces. Source: 

RGVA, 502-1-314, pp. 29-29a. 

 
Document 232: continued. 
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Document 233: “Final Invoice” No. 322 by Topf of 12 July 1944 back-dated to 23 

April 1943 regarding cast-iron doors, insulation material and gasifier grates. 
Source: RGVA, 502-1-327, p. 22. 
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Document 234: Project Crematorium IV/V at Birkenau. Drawing No. 1678 (r) 
by the Central Construction Office of 14 August 1942. Source: APMO, Nega-

tive No. 20946/6. 
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Document 235: Project Crematorium IV/V at Birkenau. Drawing No. 2036 by the 

Central Construction Office of 11 January 1943. Source: APMO, Negative No. 
6234. 

 



398 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 235a: as above, section enlargement showing 

the eight-muffle furnace. 
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Document 236: Project Crematorium IV/V at Birkenau. Drawing No. 2036(p) by 

the Central Construction Office of 11 January 1943. Source: APMO, Negative No. 
20818/10. 
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Document 237: Anchoring parts for one Topf eight-muffle furnaces from the Mogi-

lev Contract. List compiled by J.A. Topf & Söhne on 4 September 1942. Source: 
RGVA, 502-1-313, p. 141. 
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Document 238: Author’s sketch of the TOPF coke-fired eight-muffle furnaces of 

Crematoria IV and V at Birkenau. Arrangement of the furnaces (Ofen), gasifiers 
(Generator) and smoke ducts. 

 

 
Document 239: as above. Horizontal section. 
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Document 240: as above. Longitudinal section through the pair of external muffles. 
Based on Drawing No. D 58173 by J.A. Topf & Söhne. Numbers by the author. See 

text of Part 1 for details. 
 

 
Document 241: Composite photograph based on the TOPF double-muffle cremation 
furnace at Gusen Camp illustrating the structure of the Topf eight-muffle furnace. 
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Document 242: Letter from Engineer Fritz Sander of J.A. Topf & Söhne from 14 

September 1942. Source: www.topfundsoehne.de. 
 

http://www.topfundsoehne.de/
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Document 242: continued. 
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Document 242: continued. 
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Document 242: continued. 
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Document 242: continued. 
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Document 243: Letter from the head of the Central Construction Office Bischoff to 
the Camp Commandant Höss of 12 February 1943 regarding “Crematorium VI”. 

APMO, BW 30/34, p. 80. 
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Document 244: “Ringofen” (ring furnace) for the sintering of bricks. Source: 

“Hütte” des Ingenieurs Taschenbuch, Berlin, 1938, vol. IV, p. 740. 
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Document 245: Last page of a cost estimate by J.A. Topf & Söhne of 1 April 1943 

for the Central Construction Office at Auschwitz regarding a “cremation furnace”. 

Source: R. Schnabel, Macht ohne Moral. Eine Dokumentation über die SS. Röder-
berg-Verlag, Frankfurt/Main, 1957, p. 351. 
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Document 246: Letter from J.A. Topf & Söhne to the SS New Construction Office 
of the Mauthausen Concentration Camp of 1 November 1940 regarding a cost es-

timate for a TOPF coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnace. Source: Bun-
desarchiv Koblenz, NS 4/Ma 54. 
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Document 246: continued. 
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Document 247: Letter from J.A. Topf & Söhne to the SS New Construction Office 

of Mauthausen Concentration Camp of 9 July 1941. Source: SW, LK 4651. 
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Document 248: Letter from Bischoff to Kammler of 28 June 1943. Source: RGVA, 

502-1-314, p. 14a. 
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Document 248a: Letter from Bischoff to Kammler of 28 June 1943. Source: 

www.topfundsoehne.de. 
 

http://www.topfundsoehne.de/
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Document 249: File memo by Kurt Prüfer of 8 September 1942. Source: 

http://veritas3.holocaust-history.org/auschwitz/topf/. 
 

 
Document 249: continued. 

 

http://veritas3.holocaust-history.org/auschwitz/topf/
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Cremation # 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
1 780 °C 820 °C 9 min. 690 °C 16 min. 870 °C 75 min. 
2 750 °C 1050 °C 16 min. 780 °C 52 min. 820 °C 56 min. 
3 700 °C 980 °C 12 min. 750 °C 20 min. 960 °C 68 min. 
4 950 °C 1050 °C 9 min. 800 °C 24 min. 920 °C 62 min. 
5 880 °C 1100 °C 12 min. 830 °C 20 min. 830 °C – 
6 690 °C 950 °C 10 min. 800 °C 24 min. 830 °C 44 min. 
7 800 °C 930 °C 16 min. 820 °C 36 min. 1080 °C 40 min. 
8 810 °C 1100 °C 13 min. 800 °C 24 min. 830 °C 40 min. 

Mean Values 795 °C 997.5 °C 12⅛ min. 784.75 °C 27 min. 892.5 °C 55 min. 
Columns 
2: Initial temperature. 
3: Maximum temperature during coffin incineration. 
4: Duration of coffin incineration. 
5: Temperature at the beginning of corpse cremation. 
6: Duration of corpse water evaporation. 
7: Maximum temperature during corpse cremation. 
8: Duration of the cremation until the maximum temperature of corpse cremation 

(main combustion phase). 
Document 250: Summary table of data derived from cremation experiments con-

ducted by engineer R. Kessler on 5 January 1927 at the Dessau Crematorium 
(coke-fired). 

 

 
Document 251: Graph of the mean muffle temperature in the course of cremation 
experiments conducted by Engineer R. Kessler on 5 January 1927 at the Dessau 

Crematorium (coke-fired). 
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Document 252: Summary of the cremation process in a modern cremation furnace. 

Source: Douglas J. Davies, Lewis H. Mates (eds.), Encyclopedia of Cremation, 
Ashgate, London, 2005, p. 133. 
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Document 253: Condition of a corpse after thirty minutes of cremation. Source: 
Michael Bohnert, Thomas Rost, Stefan Pollak, “The degree of destruction of hu-
man bodies in relation to the duration of the fire,” in: Forensic Science Interna-

tional, 95, 1998, p. 15. 
 

 
Document 254: as above, after forty minutes. Color reproductions of these photos 

can be found at the end of Part 3 of this study. 
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Document 255: List of cremations at the Gusen Crematorium between 26 Septem-

ber and 12 November 1941. Source: ÖDMM, Archiv, B 12/31. 
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Date dd/mm kg of coke corpses kg/corpse min min/corpse kg coke/hr 
26/09 960 20 48.0 275 28 105 
29/09 720 14 51.4 165 24 131 
01/10 1,200 25 48.0 105 8 343 
03/10 780 11 70.9 165 30 142 
06/10 1,200 25 48.0 155 12 232 
08/10 600 12 50.0 115 19 157 
10/10 960 21 45.7 210 20 137 
13/10 960 23 41.7 255 22 113 
14/10 840 19 44.2 120 13 210 
15/10 960 23 41.7 120 10 240 

Totals/Avgs 9,180 193 49.0 1,685 19 163 
       

26/10 840 20 42.0 ? ? ? 
27/10 1,020 30 34.0 ? ? ? 
28/10 1,080 30 36.0 ? ? ? 
29/10 840 23 36.5 ? ? ? 
30/10 1,020 26 39.2 ? ? ? 

Totals/Avgs 4,800 129 37.2 – – – 
       

31/10 2,100 63 33.3 960 30 66 
01/11 1,260 38 33.2 525 28 72 
02/11 1,260 42 30.0 325 15 116 
03/11 1,140 42 27.1 420 20 81 
04/11 1,380 49 28.2 552 23 75 
05/11 1,320 45 29.3 315 14 126 
06/11 2,040 57 35.8 730 26 84 
07/11 2,700 94 28.7 1,065 23 76 
08/11 2,100 72 29.2 1,110 31 57 
09/11 1,140 34 33.5 465 27 74 
10/11 840 30 28.0 160 11 158 
11/11 1,920 58 33.1 740 26 78 
12/11 1,500 53 28.3 610 23 74 

Totals/Avgs 20,700 677 30.6 7,977 24 78 
Columns: 
1: Date of cremations. 
2: Total coke consumption (in kg). 
3: Total number of cremations. 
4: Mean coke consumption per cremation (in kg). 
5: Total time (in minutes) of each day according to the times recorded in 

the first column of Document 255. 
6: Mean duration of each cremation (in minutes), assuming that the time 

recorded in Column 5 refers to cremations. 
7: Coke throughput of each gasifier (in kg/hr), assuming that the time rec-

orded in Column 5 refers to cremations. 
Document 256: Explanatory table of the data contained in the list of crema-

tions at the Gusen Crematorium (Document 255). 
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Document 257: List of cremations conducted at the Westerbork Crematorium be-

tween 4 June and 1 July 1943. Source: ROD, C[64]392 
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Document 258: as above, cremations on 7 June 1943. Source: ROD, C[64]392 
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Document 259: Stoking tools. Source: A. Cantagalli, Nozioni teorico-pratiche per i 
conduttori di caldaie e generatori di vapore. G. Lavagnolo Editore, Turin 1940, p. 

110. 
 

 
Document 260: Operational results for eight carcass-destruction furnaces built by 
the Kori Co. Source: W. Heepke, Die Kadaververnichtungs-Anlagen. Verlag von 

Carl Marhold. Halle a. S. 1905, p. 43. 
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Document 261: Letter from Hans Kori to the headquarters of Lublin Camp of 4 

February 1944. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, vol. 1, p. 27. 
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Document 262: “Guidance chart for determining the cremation time of corpses in 
various crematoria as a function of temperature” as prepared by the Soviet Com-
mission of Inquiry about the Lublin-Majdanek Camp. Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, 

p. 247. 
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Document 263: Letter from the Central Construction Office at Auschwitz to the 

Construction Office of the Stutthof Camp of 10 July 1942. Source: RGVA, 502-1-
272, p. 168. 
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Document 264: “File memo” by Jährling of 17 March 1943. Source: APMO, BW 

30/7/34, p. 54. 
 



C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 429 

 
Document 265: Experiment to burn out soot deposits in a chimney. Temperature 
chart. Source: Kristen, “Ausbrennversuche an Schornsteinen,” in: Wärmewirt-
schaftliche Nachrichten für Hausbau, Haushalt und Kleingewerbe, 6. Jg., Nr. 7, 

April 1933, p. 84. 
 



430 C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 

 
Document 266: Promotion leaflet by the H. KORI COMPANY, Berlin 1927, regarding 
incinerators for waste and all kinds of refuse. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, vol. 1. 
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Document 266: continued. 
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Document 267: Promotion leaflet by the H. KORI COMPANY, Berlin 1927, regarding 

incinerators for all kinds of refuse. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, vol. 1. 
 



C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 433 

 
Document 267: continued 
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Document 268: Promotion leaflet by the H. KORI COMPANY, Berlin 1937. Source: 

APMM, sygn. VI-9a, vol. 1. 
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Document 269: “Cremation Furnace System ‘Kori’ at the Crematorium of the City 
of Hagen/Westfalia.” Promotion leaflet of 1927. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, vol. 1. 
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Document 270: “Cremation Furnace System ‘Kori’ at the Crematorium of the 

Capital City of Schwerin.” Promotion leaflet of 1927. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, 
vol. 1. 
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Document 270: continued. 
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Document 271: Letter from the H. KORI COMPANY to Engineer Waller at Office CIII 

of SS WVHA dated 18 May 1943. Source: KfSD, 660/41. 
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Document 271: continued. 
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Document 272: Draft of crematorium at Neuengamme Concentration Camp. 

Drawing No. 8998 by KORI of 6 February 1941. Source: GARF, 7445-2-125, p. 90. 
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Document 273: Draft for cremation furnaces at Dachau Concentration Camp. 
Drawing No. 9122 by KORI of 12 May 1942. Source: GARF, 7445-3-125, p. 91. 
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Document 274: Drawing of the cremation furnaces for Sachsenhausen 

Concentration Camp prepared by the Soviet Commission of Inquiry in June 1945. 
Source: GARF, 7021-104-3, p. 5. A: top view of the ovens; B: front view; C: lateral 

view (right side of the fourth furnace). 
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Document 275: Sketch of the cremation furnaces at Sachsenhausen Concentration 
Camp, prepared by the Soviet Commission of Inquiry in June 1945. Source: GARF, 

7021-104-3, p. 6. A: longitudinal vertical section of the furnaces; B: horizontal 
section. Labeled by the author. 
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Document 275a: Sketch of the KORI Furnaces’ smoke-duct 

system in the crematorium at Sachsenhausen Camp, 
drawn by the Soviet Commission of Inquiry in June 1945. 
Source: GARF, 7021-104-3, p. 29. Numbers added by the 

author. 
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Document 276a: Sketch of H. KORI coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnace at 
Stutthof Concentration Camp; front view. Soviet drawing of 1945. GARF, 7021-

106-4, p. 26. 
 

 
Document 276b: as above, side view. 
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Document 277: “Cremation facility for Lublin PoW Camp.” Kori Drawing No. 

9080 of 31 March 1942. Source: GARF, 7445-2-125, p. 89. 
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Document 278: Sketch of the crematorium at Lublin Concentration Camp. Cross 
section (top) and longitudinal section with front view of the furnaces (bottom). 
Drawing by the Polish-Soviet Commission of Inquiry of August 1944. Source: 

GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 252. 
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Document 279: Sketch of the cremation furnaces at Lublin Concentration Camp. 

Drawing by the Polish-Soviet Commission of Inquiry of August 1944. Source: 
GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 254. Labeled by the author. 
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Document 280: Sections through one of the cremation furnaces at Lublin Concen-

tration Camp. Drawing by the Polish-Soviet Commission of Inquiry of August 
1944. Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 254. 280/2. Labeled by the author. 
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Document 281: Floor plan of the crematorium at Lublin Concentration Camp 
showing the flue ducts. Drawing by the Polish-Soviet Commission of Inquiry of 
August 1944. Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 252. 281/2. Labeled by the author. 
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Document 282: Crematorim at Lublin Concentration Camp, longitudinal section 
showing the flue ducts. Drawing by the Polish-Soviet Commission of Inquiry of 

August 1944. Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 252. Labeled by the author. 
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Document 283: as above, angular perspective. Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 255. 

 

 
Document 283a: as above, labeled by the author. See text of Part 1 for details. 
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Document 284: KORI Furnace at Lublin Concentration Camp: sketch of the water 

heating device. Source: Z. Łukaszkiewicz, “Obóz koncentracyjny i zagłady 

Majdanek,” in: Biuletyn Głównej Komisji Badania Zbrodni Niemieckich w Polsce, 
1948, pp. 80f. 
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Document 285: KORI naphtha-fired cremation furnace in the crematorium at 

Trzebinia Concentration Camp. Drawing by the Institute of Heat and Fuel Tech-
nology at the Mining Academy of Cracow. Source: APMO, Negative No. 6671. 
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Document 285a: as above, labeled by the author. 
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Document 286: “Operating Instruction for Cremations” for the naphtha-fired 

KORI Furnace. Source: ROD, C[64]392. 
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Document 287: Letter from DIDIER-WERKE AG to Boriwoje Palitsch of 25 August 

1943. Document USSR-64. 
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Document 287: continued. 
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Document 288: “Cremation Facility for the Belgrade SS.” Drawing by Didier-

Werke No. 0.913 of 23 August 1943. Source: GARF, 7445-2-125, p. 92. 
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Document 289: List of names of the corpses cremated at the Terezín Ghetto’s 

crematorium on 11 October 1943. Source: PT, A 1194, p. 33. 
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Document 290: Numerical summary of cremations conducted at the Terezín Crem-

atorium on 11 October 1943. Source: PT, A 1 194, p. 32. 
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Document 291: Registry No. 6 of the Terezín Crematori-
um, spanning from 1 July to 15 November 1943. Source: 

PT, A 1194, p. 1. 
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Document 292: Official form for the cremation of an inmate’s corpse. Stutthof 

Concentration Camp, 6 December 1944. Source: AMS, I-IIIC-2. 
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Document 292: continued. 
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Document 293: Official form for the cremation of an inmate’s corpse. Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp. Source: N. Blumental, Dokumenty i Materiały, Lodz, 1946, 

vol. I, pp. 106f. 
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Document 294: Registry of the crematorium at Stutthof Concentration Camp, 

March 1944 (extract). Source: AMS, I-II-9. 
 

 
Document 295: Official form informing family members of a deceased inmate 

about the death and cremation of their relative. Source: AMS, I-VD-1. 
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Document 296: “Shipment of urn” by Mauthausen Concentration Camp. 7 Octo-

ber 1941. Source: ÖDMM, 3 12/49. 
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Document 297: Letter from Topf to the SS New Construction Office at Auschwitz of 
3 June 1940 offering urns, an imprinting device for the urn lids, and fireclay mark-

ers. Source: RGVA, 502-1-327, pp. 226f. 
 



C. MATTOGNO, THE CREMATORY FURNACES OF AUSCHWITZ: PART 2 469 

 
Document 297: continued. 
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Document 298: Letter from the Head of the Political Department of Auschwitz Con-
centration Camp to the camp’s SS New Construction Office of 29 April 1941 about 
storing urns with the ashes of deceased inmates. Source: RGVA, 502-1-314, p. 1. 

 

 
Document 299: Political Department of Auschwitz Concentration Camp. 
Order of 100 urn boxes from the SS New Construction Office’s carpentry 

workshop of 6 January 1941. Source: RGVA, 502-2-1, p. 29. 
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Document 299a: Political Department of Auschwitz 

Concentration Camp. Order of 100 urn boxes from the 
SS New Construction Office’s carpentry workshop of 5 

February 1941. Source: RGVA, 502-2-1, p. 46. 
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Document 300: “Labor time card” of 27 November 1941 on the manufacture of 50 

shipping boxes for urns. Source: RGVA, 502-2-1, p. 34. 
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I. Photographs 1-35: Gusen 

TOPF double-muffle mobile cremation furnace, fueled with naphtha, 
converted to a stationary, coke-fired furnace at Concentration Camp Gusen. 
July 1991. © Carlo Mattogno for all photographs. 

 
Photograph 1: Original furnace body made of coated sheet 

metal with added masonry gasifiers at both sides. 
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Photograph 2: Cremation muffles. 

 

 
Photograph 3: Ash doors of the muffles. At the sides the original combustion-air-

intake holes. 
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Photograph 4: The furnace’s left-hand gasifier with coke-loading door and the 

gasifier’s primary air-intake door (with the shutter missing). 
 

 
Photograph 5: Left-hand gasifier: Inside view, with the first opening connecting it 
to the left-hand muffle. The refractory brickwork shows evidence of fusion. (For 

two similar images, see Photographs 315f., which were placed later out of order.) 
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Photograph 6: Left-hand gasifier’s primary air intake. 

 

 
Photograph 7: Left-hand gasifier: slag/ash-removal door and service pit. 
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Photograph 8: The furnace’s right-hand gasifier with coke-loading door and the 

gasifier’s primary air intake. 
 

 
Photograph 9: Right-hand gasifier: coke-loading door. 
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